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25X1X 1. During the period 1 January through li February, there have been only four
Soviet-sponsored applications for import permits svbmitted to Abtellung 24
of the Austrian Ministry of Trade, and no applications have been received for
export permits, The import applications, all of which were approved, are as

follows:
Date Made By Commodity Value Origin
10 Feb, Nimpex, Vienna I, 57,000 liters of $179 »550 Hungary
Laurenzerverg 3, raw cherry jiice
representing USIA (Weichselrohsaft)
14 Feb, UsIs 2,000 tons of seam- $700,000 BBzonia
less pipe for
Zistersdorf
25X6
14 Beb,  USIA 30 tons of raw $13,878 Belgium
rubber
14 Feb, USIA 140 meters of B 26 England
compressed air
hose ‘
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2, When asked to comment on the small n

port permits approved during this period and the
cations or approvals for export permits, the dearth

of approvals might be atbributed to a ce 0 extent to disagreement within

the Ministry of Trade as to which agency is henceforth to be assigned the
responsibility of approving or disapproving these spplications, F
called attention to the fact that not all Soviet-spwnsored export or

port transactions necessarily c¢lear through the Ministry of Trade, although
Abteilung 24 of the Ministry has the official functien of dealing with the
Soviets in trade matters, Austrian firms may submit ihe applications for
export or import permits directly to the Aussenhandel #e (which has
aupér‘ﬁeded the/s‘Warenvorkehrsbuero in this respect) for investigation and
final decision, Thus, USIA firms and USIA middlemer ts

wlthout reference to the Trade Ministry, that
the Aussenhandelsstelle, as did the Waren s 3U 3 to the Al-
lied Council a list of all import or export permits granted,
a study of this 1ist would show which USTA-coitrolled firms or
dlemen have received permits directly from the Aussenhandelsstelle
without reference to the Ministry of Trade,
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